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Template – Policy Relevant Research Proposals on Local Democracy

1. Abstract (maximum 150 words)
Provide a brief and clear description of the project’s content and objectives. The abstract should include a justification of and information about the project. Also include the result you expect the project to have. 

2. Purpose and Aim (maximum 150 words) 

3. Problem statement (maximum 200 words)
A policy research proposal should specifically address a policy relevant problem with the aim of finding feasible solutions.

4. Proposal (maximum 2500 words)

4.1. Background
What the literature has to say about the problem, identify important gaps to be filled in the current knowledge. 
4.2. The hypothesis and research questions 
The policy research question should address an unresolved problem that has policy relevance. The question must also have theoretical relevance.
4.3. Significance and scientific novelty 
The proposal should explain the scientific relevance of the project by answering how is this research relevant to address the research gap?
4.4. Relevance to Local Democracy 
The proposal should answer the following questions:
· How is this research useful to local governments? 
· How will this research lead to the strengthening of local democracy?

4.5. Integrating gender dimensions
Explain How is this research project incorporating gender aspects. 

5. Case study description and justification (maximum 250 words)
Describe where you are going to study the problem and why this is an advantageous place for studying the problem.

6. Methods (maximum 1000 words)
Explain what data are necessary for answering the question and the methods to be employed for obtaining and analysing the data. Include also ethical considerations. 
7. Workplan (maximum 500 words)
· Explain how you will organise the project and how the results can be followed up.
· Describe the type of expertise available within the project, and state which researchers that are part of the project. Reflect on gender equality and diversity when you put together the project team.
· Provide a timeline with activities. The research should be carried out within 18 months starting no later than the 1st of January 2020. Researchers can divide the time and resources according to their contribution to the project.

8. Communication plan (maximum 250 words)
The project should include a communication plan describing how local governments will be involved in guiding and informing the research. This plan should also explain how the project will collaborate with local government officials and politicians to inspire change in practice and policy. ICLD encourage researchers to contact the local governments where ICLD has partnerships. Information is available at https://icld.se/en/where-we-work/f=municipal-partnership&

9. Budget
Provide a description of the budget (including salaries, overhead, travels, etc.) for this project with a justification. Also indicate funding from other sources.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The budget should include:
1. Salaries, including social-security contributions.
1. State the proportion of activity in the project for all participants, even for project participants who contribute with services in-kind or have other funding for performing the project. 
1. Specify running costs according to the practice at the grant administrating organisation.
1. Specify cost for fieldwork (travel, accommodation, translation). Travels should always be made in second class, using train when possible and hotels should be at the most four stars. 
1. State indirect costs according to the practice of the grant administrating organisation. Indirect costs are considered to be overhead costs (OH-costs).

10. Bibliography
List the references that were cited in the proposal.
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